
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT SUMMER READING JOURNAL   

10th Grade (honors) 
Choose one of the novels listed below.  While reading, students should keep a reading log in a spiral notebook 

or composition book (must be handwritten) that includes the following: 

1)     Personal responses from each chapter.  What did you notice?  What seems important to the plot or to a 

certain character’s development?  Quote a few lines of the text and include page numbers in your notes. 

·       Notes should not exceed a half page for each chapter. 

2)    References to any passages in each chapter that are relevant to the specific research questions listed 

below for your novel. Include some identifying information such as a short quote and a paraphrase. Be sure 

to include a page number for each so that you can locate the information later. 

·       There may not be something relevant to the research questions in every chapter. 

The goal of the reading log is to help you read the novel critically and to think about your research paper 

topic for the first semester.  (Research paper details will be given during the school year—Do not begin 

research—read the book with enjoyment and understanding.) 

 

Note: chapter summaries are not assigned. 

  

Texts: 

Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen 

What are the opportunities in life for young women at this time? Why are the characters so fixated on 

marriage and wealth?   

 

Jane Eyre, Charlotte Brontë 

What is life like for an orphan and for a governess during this time period? 

  

Oliver Twist, Charles Dickens 

What is life like for orphans during this time period?  What does poverty look like? 

  

 

 A Room with a View, E. M. Forster 

Which characters possess old fashioned, rigid, or more conservative viewpoints and attitudes, and which are 

more modern or progressive especially with reference to women’s lives and class differences.  

 

Cry the Beloved Country, Alan Paton 

What was life like for Black South Africans in this time period, according to this novel? 

 

Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe 

To what extent are the habits, customs, and activities of the characters and the community affected by their 

religious/spiritual beliefs? 

  

Frankenstein, Mary Shelley 

Where does the novel emphasize science— study, research, and experimentation/creation; and where does it  

emphasize on the Gothic—horror, eeriness, the strange and supernatural? 

 


