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Current Events

 On the morning of January 21st, 2017, the sidewalks throughout 
Montgomery County, Maryland were a bit busier than usual. People with 
brightly colored signs could be seen flocking in the direction of every metro 
station—not making a disturbance, simply smiling and waving to any sup-
portive passerby who happened to honk at them. They were on their way 
to a once-in-a-lifetime event, an event that many people supposed would 
make history—the Women’s March in Washington, D.C..

         I was one of these people—one woman out of millions of women 
and men who would attend marches around the world that day. The D.C. 
march was the first to be planned. It was the brainchild of Teresa Shook, a 
retired attorney and grandmother from Hawaii who was inspired to create 
a Facebook event page promoting an affirmation of women’s rights to be 
held the day after Donald Trump’s inauguration. The page accumulated an 
impressive amount of traffic and was soon noticed by Bob Bland, a fashion 
designer who decided to take the initiative to make Shook’s dream become 
a reality. She organized a panel of co-chairs and was soon organizing a 
schedule for the day with appearances from feminist activists like Gloria 
Steinem and celebrities like Katy Perry and Madonna. After word of this 
march began to spread, sister marches were organized in many locations, 
some as far as Iraq, Japan, Madagascar, and even Antarctica. There was at 
least one Women’s March on every continent, making this a truly global 
phenomenon. It goes without saying that I was excited to be able to attend 
the march that started it all.
         I knew that the people at the march would be there for a variety 
of reasons. Some were trying to send a message of disapproval regarding 
Donald Trump’s lewd comments about women—most notably, his largely 
unprintable assertion that it is okay to grope women if you are a celebrity 
(“When you’re a star, they let you do it... You can do anything” is about the 
only part of the quotation that is suitable for publication in this newspa-
per). Others wanted to promote respect and equality for women in gen-
eral, holding signs about issues like female stereotypes and sexual assault. 
Still others would show up to address other aspects of Trump’s campaign 
rhetoric in addition to his remarks about women, including his anti-immi-
gration statements and resistance to environmental protection legislation. 
All of the participants in the march, though, shared some core ideals, such 
as the goal of creating a more egalitarian society free of discrimination—
and this was what excited me the most about attending.
         When I got to D.C., I was happy to see this goal reflected in the 
makeup of the marchers. People of all ages, races, cultural backgrounds, 
and religions were present. Some pro-life groups such as New Wave Femi-
nists and Democrats for Life were there, as well. According to its website, 
one component of the Women’s March’s platform was abortion access; 
additionally, weeks before the march, the pro-life feminist organization 
New Wave Feminists was removed from the march’s official list of partners, 
which led to a bit of an uproar in some pro-life circles. However, the afore-
mentioned pro-life groups showed up at the event regardless because they 
strongly upheld other parts of the march’s mission. Personally, I was glad 
to see this intersectionality in action.
         The city was unbelievably crowded—so crowded, in fact, that I was 
not able to hear any of the speakers or even enter the area near the main 
stage. Instead, I spent the day walking down the busy streets with other 
marchers, looking at all the signs and the people holding them. Instead 
of a day of sound bites, it was a day of sights for me—and I’m glad that it 
ended up that way. The images from my hours spent outside on that brisk 
January morning will stick with me forever.
         I saw a young girl carrying a clearly homemade “Girl Power” sign 
decorated with Hello Kitty stickers.
         I saw dozens of people singing “This Land Is Your Land” and 
“Battle Hymn of the Republic” in unison.
         I saw several people quickly moving to help a woman who had 
dropped the stickers she was passing out.
         I saw a peaceful group of marchers standing in front of some 
rowdy Westboro Baptist Church protesters while chanting, “Love thy 
neighbor—no exceptions.”
         I saw Native American women singing a song that they explained 
was about “warrior women.”
         I saw a woman with a sign that read, “I stand with Jesus because he 
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Dear Tartans,
 The semester is coming to an end, but there is still time for 
one last issue of Crosscurrents!  We’ve made it through a pretty 
hectic time together, with the election of Donald Trump, one of the 
largest protests in U.S. history, and the hysteria surrounding “fake 
news”.  In the spirit of real news, we here at Crosscurrents have ad-
dressed not only these events occuring around us, but also what 
goes on every day within our school.  Our articles investigate what 
it is to be a Tartan, including the music we listen to, the games we 
win, the clubs we pioneer, and the causes we champion.  We en-
gage with our communities and contribute what we can, whether 
that means attending the March for Life, creating a discussion 
space for sexuality and gender, or competing at an IT and Engi-
neering conference at UMBC.
 The ability to share and celebrate our achievements as a 
community is part of what makes Crosscurrents so special.  Writ-
ing for Crosscurrents has been a honor for us and we are so glad 
to have such a talented group of writers and readers at this school.  
We are also super lucky to have such an amazing moderator in Ms. 
Basso!

Thank you for all of your support.
Julia Urban and Brittany Menjivar, Class of 2017
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never degraded women and always looked out for 
the poor.”
         I saw a preschool-age boy holding a 
poster with the words, “Both boys and girls can 
play with Legos.”
         I saw people with cameras capturing the 
action, possibly thinking that their footage might 
someday be considered a primary source for the 
history students of the future.
         I saw many, many spontaneous smiles—
smiles from complete strangers, strangers who 
caught my eye accidentally and took the opportu-
nity to affirm our fellowship in a movement that 
would be discussed for years to come.
         Not once did I see a riot.
         I’ll admit it—I walked into the Women’s 
March feeling the slightest bit hesitant. Of course, 
I was beyond ready to take a stand for my beliefs, 
but I had a few questions lingering in the back of 
my mind, as well. Would it turn violent? Would 
the overall tone be vitriolic instead of uplift-
ing? I’m happy to report that considering what 
I saw, the answers were no and no. I came home 
from the event feeling overwhelmingly positive. 
The day had been refreshingly peaceful—a bold 
reminder of the beauty of the First Amendment. 
When I talked with other AHC girls who had 
attended the march, I found that they largely 
felt the same way. Lizzy Girard ‘17 was one of 
these girls. “I feel like the whole election was 
very draining for everybody regardless of what 
candidate they supported, and seeing how we 
all came together after was super inspiring,” she 
says. “There were a lot of older women in their 
70s and 80s [at the march], which I thought was 
super cool. And a lot of little girls, which I think 
is important regarding the rhetoric of the past 
campaign.” Judging by the many Facebook and 
Instagram posts I saw just after the March, I can 
wager that many girls would agree.
          If there’s anything I’ve learned over the 
past few months, it’s that we cannot predict the 
future. However, I will attempt to make one 
premonition: if another Women’s March occurs 
anytime soon, I will be there.

The State of Free Speech 
on Campus

julia urBan ‘17

 At this point in the school year, many 
senior Tartans have chosen where they will 
continue their education, considering factors 
like tuition, academic rigor, athletic and artistic 
opportunities, and diversity.  Across the country, 
there has been an increased concern for a certain 
type of diversity-- ideological diversity.  Some 
may believe that ideological diversity has all but 
vanished on America’s campuses, allowing intol-
erance to fester and large groups of students to 
silence anyone on campus who doesn’t share their 
views. This belief is bolstered by recent events, all 
of which provoked an important question: what 
is the state of free speech on college campuses?
 On March 2nd, political scientist Charles 
Murray visited Middlebury College to speak, 
having been invited by a student group.  Murray’s 
conservative-libertarian views already put him at 
odds with many of the students, but his contribu-
tion to the book The Bell Curve ratcheted up the 
controversy.  Published in 1994, The Bell Curve 
discusses factors that shape an individual’s intel-
ligence, and how this intelligence in turn shapes 
people’s lives, from their income to their involve-
ment in crime.  Co-authors Murray and Richard 
J. Herrnstein at one point touch on racial differ-
ences in intelligence, noting statistical differences 

in IQ between racial groups.  However, they state 
that there is not enough evidence to justify a 
conclusion, and that they are “resolutely agnos-
tic on that issue”.  This has done little to prevent 
accusations of hatred and racism, especially in 
academia.  In March of last year, Virginia Tech’s 
president described Murray’s work as a “largely-
discredited [...] flawed socioeconomic theory that 
has been used by some to justify fascism, racism, 
and eugenics”.  In his response, Murray claimed 
that “The Bell Curve” is far from discredited, 
referring to the American Psychological Associa-
tion Task Force that reviewed his statistical data 
and largely reinforced it.  As well, Murray clari-
fied his original stance, or lack thereof, regarding 
race and intelligence-- far from justifying fascism, 
racism, and eugenics.
 Again, this was a vain effort, as shown 
on March 2nd at Middlebury.  Reports from the 
Attison (VT) Independent and Washington Post 
claim that hundreds of protesters awaited Mur-
ray at The McCullough Student Center and later 
at Winston Hall, where he was set to speak.  The 
protestors denied him the opportunity from the 
beginning, turning away from him as he stood 
to speak, and shouting him down with slogans 
such as ““Racist, sexist, anti-gay, Charles Mur-
ray go away!”  Still, the school administration 
felt strongly that Murray should be able to voice 
himself, and organized an interview between 
him and Allison Stanger, an international politics 
and economics professor.  While the interview 
was being recorded and streamed live, protesters 
crowded in the hall outside to continue chanting, 
some going as far as to pull fire alarms.  Their 
efforts failed to stop the interview, but they hadn’t 
accepted defeat.  When Stanger, Murray, and 
college spokesman Bill Burger exited the build-
ing, they were greeted by violent protesters, one 
of whom yanked Stanger’s hair and twisted her 
neck.  After the group had entered their car, pro-
testors pounded the car hood and doors and even 
climbed onto the roof.  Stanger suffered a concus-
sion and was taken to the hospital.
 Are Murray’s works just racist propagan-
da thinly-veiled in pseudoscience?  It’s possible.  
But do these doubts about his character justify si-
lencing him and denying him his right to speak?  
Many would disagree, including Middlebury’s 
President Laurie Patton.  The actions of the pro-
testors, even if justified, undermined their entire 
message.  They’re proving their critics right-- and 
feeding into the generalization that the young left 
is violent, authoritarian, and intolerant as ever.  It 
is debatable whether Murray was an appropriate 

choice of speaker, or whether all of the protesters 
were actually students, but it is readily apparent 
that the Middlebury disaster is part of a disturb-
ing trend.
 Just a month before, a similar incident 
occured at University of California Berkeley, 
ending with $100,000 worth of damage to the 
campus and multiple students injured.  Students 
had gathered to protest the visit of Milo Yian-
nopoulos, an outspoken supporter of Donald 
Trump and former editor for conservative news 
blog Breitbart.  It is undeniable that Yiannopou-
los’ views are extreme; he has associated himself 
with the “alt-right” (alternative right) movement, 
which originated in a white supremacy move-
ment and now rejects mainstream conserva-
tism.  While he claims to distinguish between 
the “hateful and non-hateful components of the 
alt-right movement”, his viewpoints combined 
with the blunt and antagonistic ways in which he 
expresses them can create a very hateful impres-
sion.  That said, is he no longer eligible for the 
freedom to speak?  Do his views and tactics war-
rant depriving him of his voice and threatening 
violence?  Again, silencing and smearing him can 
be counterproductive.  The protests reinforced his 
belief that his critics are but a horde of hysteri-
cal, whining morons.  After all, if their arguments 
are truly superior to his, why did they use physi-
cal actions instead of words?  If his arguments 
are really so empty of value, why didn’t students 
refute them instead of silence them?  Adverse 
reactions seem to just fuel Yiannopoulos, who is 
well-known as a “provocateur” (troll) and seems 
to take satisfaction from enraging others.  He did 
not speak at UC Berkeley that day.  While there is 
still mystery as to which protesters were students, 
the protest made national headlines as yet an-
other free speech issue on a college campus.
 Perhaps one of the most striking of these 
incidents was a 2015 scandal over halloween 
costumes at Yale University, which came to a 
head when students surrounded, berated, and 
cursed-out a professor.  The incident began 
when a lecturer, Erika Christakis, emailed the 
members of her residential college in response 
to a previous email from Yale’s Intercultural Af-
fairs Committee.  The committee had warned 
students against possibly offensive costumes, 
especially costumes that could be interpreted as 
cultural appropriation or a mockery of others.  In 
Christakis’ playful and conversational response, 
she expressed her concerns about “institutional 
(which is to say: bureaucratic and administrative) 
exercise of implied control over college students”, 
and asked “Is there no room anymore for a child 
or young person to be a little bit obnoxious… 
a little bit inappropriate or provocative or, yes, 
offensive?”  She touched on the “slippery terrain” 
of what is appropriating something versus appre-
ciating it, and encouraged students to dress freely 
on Halloween.  Most importantly, she passed on 
her husband’s advice: “If you don’t like a costume 
someone is wearing, look away, or tell them you 
are offended. Talk to each other. Free speech and 
the ability to tolerate offence are the hallmarks 
of a free and open society”.  Following the email, 
students surrounded her husband, Professor 
Nicholas Christakis, and encouraged a young 
woman as she berated him.  The young woman 
engaged Professor Christakis, screamed “be 
quiet!” as he calmly attempted to respond, and 
claimed he was an inadequate college master in 
a curse-ridden tirade.  Most unsettling of all, she 
declares, “It is not about creating an intellectual 
space! [...] It’s about creating a home here!”  The Professor Allison Stanger on the Daily 
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Continued on page 3
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julia urBan ‘17

How is the Pro-Life 
Generation?

statement that Yale University is not an intellectu-
al space is absurd and terrifying.  When students 
at Ivy League universities see intellectual growth 
and discussion as secondary to their own com-
fort, and feel free to hurl curses at their profes-
sors, it is not unreasonable to say that academia is 
in trouble.
 Even when students are not actively pro-
testing their speakers, professors, or peers, safe 
spaces and trigger warnings continue to restrict 
intellectual discussion.  While there are clearly 
some legitimate reasons for these measures, safe 
spaces can mean safety from having to face a 
differing viewpoint, rather than safety from real 
sources of stress or trauma.  Students become 
complacent in their own views when they can 
simply run away from anyone else’s-- as many do 
when Christina Hoff Sommers, a critic of third-
wave feminism, visits campus.  
 College is supposed to be a place of 
discovery-- of learning new ideas, whether you 
agree with them or not, and meeting people 
who think in all kinds of different ways.  All of 
this is undermined by the growing intolerance.  
Intolerance on campus has created an environ-
ment where free speech is suppressed and where 
students respond to arguments they disagree with 
by shouting down speakers or huddling in safe 
spaces.  However, Professor Stanger herself says 
that boiling the issue down to liberal intolerance 
offers an incomplete narrative.  She claims that 
lack of communication is to blame, describing 
President Trump’s “ugly campaign” and impulsive 
Tweeting, and how colleagues of hers protested 
Murray’s arrival without having read any of his 
works.  In her New York Times article, she states, 
“People from both sides of the aisle reject calm 
logic, eager to embrace the alternative news that 
supports their prejudices.”  This trend is most 
obvious in the Middlebury, Berkeley, and Yale in-
cidents, but it affects our entire country on a daily 
basis.

 Two days before the annual March for 
Life, Dr. Charles Camosy of Fordham University 
spoke at an all-school assembly about a “con-
sistent ethic of life”.  Camosy has been a strong 
advocate for the Pro-Life movement, writing 
books, participating in debates, and attending the 
march.  However, as he showed the Holy Cross 
community, he is not the stereotypical bible-
thumping right-wing Pro-Lifer.  His beliefs don’t 
come from blindly-accepted religion or tradition, 
but from his experience as an associate professor 

of ethics, a former neonatal bioethics specialist, a 
feminist, and even a vegetarian.  Throughout his 
presentation, he argued his stances using logic 
and science, never turning to the Bible to prove a 
point.  He hopes to build bridges between reli-
gious and secular, liberal and conservative so that 
all can participate in the defense of life.  As well, 
he upholds a consistent ethic of life, moving past 
abortion to promote Pro-Life views in healthcare 
and the treatment of animals.  
 Camosy may have surprised a few Tar-
tans during his visit to Holy Cross-- he identified 
himself as a “Democrat for Life”, openly criticized 
President Trump, discussed feminism and paid 
maternity leave, and mentioned his stance against 
factory farming as part of his defense of all life.  
During his presentation, he projected a picture of 
a member of Feminists for Life-- a young woman 
with bright purple hair.  “This is the Pro-Life 
movement,” he stated.
 This year, I saw this side of the Pro-Life 
movement-- I was part of it.  At the March for 
Life, there was no shortage of Trump hats and 
Christian slogans, but when I viewed the enor-
mous crowd filing into the Rally for Life, I did 
not see one large fringe religious group.  As 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie stated in a TED talk 
on stereotypes, “The problem with stereotypes is 
not that they are untrue, but that they are incom-
plete.”  The stereotypes regarding feminism and 
the Pro-Life movement are incomplete in that 
they suggest that the two groups are mutually ex-
clusive.  These stereotypes were reinforced by the 
organizers of the Women’s March on Washing-
ton, who named access to abortion as one of their 
“unity principles”, disinvited Pro-Life speakers 
on the basis that they were “anti-choice”, and ac-
cepted both NARAL and Planned Parenthood as 
co-sponsors.  However, at the March for Life, half 
or more of the marchers I passed were women, 
many of whom proudly held signs stating “Pro-
Woman Pro-Life” or “Feminist for Life”.  Further-
more, I had the opportunity to attend the March 
for Life alongside seniors Eva McNabb and Britt 
Menjivar, both of whom identify as feminists, 
are not conservative, and attended the Women’s 
March.  As Slate journalist Ruth Graham wrote in 
her article “What Does the Future of the Pro-Life 
Movement Look Like”, “The idea that pro-lifers 
are simply out to oppress women was always an 
oversimplification, and it’s especially imprecise as 

a description of the next generation of activists.”  
In her article, Graham cites multiple statistics to 
define the modern Pro-Life movement. 

According to a 2013 Pew survey, 25 percent of 
nonreligious Americans believe having an abor-
tion is morally wrong.
According to a 2010 poll commissioned by 
NARAL, 51 percent of anti-abortion voters 
younger than 30 considered the issue “very im-
portant,” but for pro-choice voters the same age, 
only 26 percent said the same.
According to a 2015 Public Religion Research 
Institute survey, 52 percent of millennials said the 
label “pro-life” describes them somewhat or very 
well.
As for a statistic that I found: According to a sur-
vey from the Marist Poll, the majority of Ameri-
can women (59 percent) say abortion is morally 
wrong, and 77 percent support limiting abortion 
to – at most – the first trimester.

 The speakers at the Rally for Life further 
showed not only the strength of the Pro-Life 
movement, but its growing diversity.  While 
Pence’s declaration of “make America great again” 
may have prompted some eye-rolls, having an 
ally in the White House has created new hope for 
the Pro-Life movement.  The crowd had numer-
ous allies in Congress as well, including Senator 
Joni Ernst and Congresswoman Mia Love.  At 
the rally, Love delivered a powerful speech about 
her parents’ choice to choose life for her, despite 
their own financial struggles as immigrants.  
“Forty-one years ago, that couple from Haiti 
could have made the choice to abort, but they 
didn’t,” she stated.  “They chose life. They didn’t 
choose what might have been, they chose what 
is to come [...] I’m certain that this couple would 
never have thought that this child would become 
the first black female Republican ever elected to 
Congress!”  As she concluded, the crowd erupted 
in thunderous applause.  Mexican telenovela star 
Karyme Lozano was similarly passionate, proudly 
declaring “Latinas for Life” as she greeted the 
Pro-Life crowds.  Love, Lozano, and the other 
speakers showed that the Pro-Life movement 
is not restricted to any one ethnic, religious, or 
political group.
 If we want to have an intellectually hon-
est conversation about the abortion issue, we 
have to drop the ad-hominem and generaliza-
tions, on both sides.  Pro-Lifers are united in 
their beliefs that taking innocent human lives, 
especially through abortion, is unethical.  State-
ments like “You don’t care about women”, “you 
don’t care about minorities”, and “you don’t care 
about the poor” may apply to some individuals, 
but they won’t stick anymore when applied to the 
greater Pro-Life movement.  Similarly, Pro-Lifers 
rambling about how Pro-Choicers just want to 
murder babies aren’t getting anywhere, either.  If 
we are truly searching for the truth about human 
life and morality of abortion, oversimplifying the 
issue and vilifying “the other side” is counterpro-
ductive, and, quite frankly, childish.

Protesters at UC Berkeley

LOTA’s at the March for Life in Washing-
ton D.C.
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is a learning experience for all types of people, no 
matter what.

The Prism Club has two faculty moderators, Mar-
garet Mackinnon and Danielle Ballantine. Ms. 
Ballantine noted, “The Holy Cross community’s 
response to the Prism Club has been really en-
couraging. In addition to students joining the club 
to be supportive of each other and to discuss is-
sues, we have also welcomed several teachers who 
are interested in the topics and want to show their 
support as well. It’s impressive to see our school 
community living the words of Catechism of the 
Catholic Church which states that we are called 
to treat each other with “respect, compassion, and 
sensitivity,” and that we are truly demonstrating 
our mission to be a Christ-centered community 
which values diversity.” 

Ms. Ballantine says she was pleased to see Holy 
Cross join other Catholic high schools in the 
Archdiocese of Washington and around the coun-
try that also have clubs like the Prism Club. “It’s 
obviously important for young people to be able 
to have an atmosphere where they can discuss the 
issues in the LGBTQ+ community both socially 
and culturally.” During the lunchtime gather-
ings, the club addresses topics such as the value of 
inclusivity and diversity, labels, and stereotypes. 
“Our girls have taken to heart the approach of 
Pope Francis; whose language is one of inclusiv-
ity when referring to the LGBTQ+ community.” 
The Prism Club members have recently discussed 
how they might collaborate with other Holy Cross 
clubs in the coming school year to discuss issues 
that are relevant to everyone, such as bullying and 
stereotypes. 

          Prism Club meets every other Thursday for 
lunch. All are welcome, come join the discussion! 

 The college process is filled with big deci-
sions for all applicants, but for individuals ap-
plying “Early Decision” (ED), the choices made 
are bigger and binding.  Under this admission 
option, students sign a contract stating that they 
will attend a college (and withdraw applications 
to other schools) if admitted.  Though this can be 
intimidating, applying Early Decision is an ad-
vantage for many students.  According to college 
counselor Kelly Fitzpatrick, applying ED “shows 
your interest to an admissions office and validates 
that it is your top choice”.  As well, colleges may 
accept more applicants through ED to attain a set 
number of students who are definitely attending 
the university.  ED is especially advantageous for 
students who have a “dream school” that they are 
absolutely positive they would attend if admit-
ted.  However, the opposite of this is true.  If there 
is any ambiguity about whether a student would 
be willing to attend or pay for a certain college, 
applying to that college ED may not be the right 
choice.  Furthermore, if the student is not a good 
fit for the school, applying ED won’t boost his or 
her chance of admission.  Students may be better 
off waiting to apply Regular Decision if they could 
benefit from extra time to retake standardized 
tests, raise their grades, or consider and visit other 
colleges.  As with many college-related issues, the 
right course of action depends largely on unique 
circumstances of each individual.

Early Decision: Tough 
Choices But No Regrets

julia urBan ‘17

School News
Prism Club: Holy Cross’s 

Newest Addition
ava CaCeres ‘19

 This past fall, the Academy of the Holy 
Cross welcomed a new, inclusive club. The Prism 
Club is a safe space where you can discuss the 
current issues for the LGBTQ+ community. I 
spoke with the founder, Madeline Ratnavale ‘17, 
and acquired more information on this.

Q: What motivated you to start this club?
A: The issues that pertain to the LGBTQ+ com-
munity have always been very important to me...
my parents always stressed that everyone needs 
to be treated fairly and equally. I just wanted to 
make sure people could talk about this safely and 
get the support they need and get the respect they 
deserve. 

Q: What would you say is the core focus of this 
club?
A: The core focus would have to be that it serves 
as a safe space to talk about the issues. We want 
people to be involved, and to understand, since it 
is such a prevalent issue in society today...

Q: To people who are interested/curious, how 
would you describe the LGBTQ+ community?
A: Well, it is definitely a big community. It’s not 
exclusive to any one type of person, obviously 
there are a variety of sexual orientations that 
make up the LGBTQ+ community. People of all 
racial backgrounds, all ages, genders- I mean, 
the community is vast and it is diverse. It tries to 
focus on coming together as one and acknowl-
edging differences but also loving each other and 
supporting each other despite them. 

Q: On a different note, how would you describe 
this club to those who are interested/curious?
A: Well, there are, to put it gently, no require-
ments. Any and all people are welcome to come. 
If you feel like you know a lot about the com-
munity, that’s great, definitely come join us. If 
you feel like you don’t know a lot, don’t worry. All 
people are welcome, nobody is excluded from this 
club because that’s the point. We want an environ-
ment of inclusivity and of appreciation for one 
another.  All people are welcome. No matter what 
your background is, how old you are, it doesn’t 
inhibit you from being able to come, because this 

“Are You Okay?”: An 
Editorial

Maeve Ballantine ‘17

 “Are you okay?” Three words that have 
so much power and meaning, if used correctly. 
There is much speculation behind these words 
and even more anxiety when put into use, wheth-
er you’re saying or hearing them, used properly 
or not.
 Even if these words are used correctly, 
they can be difficult to say. If you’re on the giving 
end of these words, this most likely means that 
you’re close to whomever you say them so it’s 
likely that you care about their wellbeing. When 
saying these words, you are trusting their confi-
dence in you as a friend, peer, or colleague and 
you hope that they return this trust and confi-
dence in you. It is very possible that they may 
not. The majority of people will think you’re ask-
ing just to be polite (this issue covered later) and 
will affect the truthfulness of the answer.
 It is even more risky if you’re on the re-
ceiving end. Normally when someone asks you if 
you’re okay, you’re not. But you don’t want them 
to know. Your problems are yours alone, you 
don’t want to dump all your problems, your wor-
ries, depressions, anxieties, all on some unsus-
pecting person who may or may not even care. 
If you are asked, this is not only a test of trust for 
you, but the other person as well, and very often, 
it’s a test nobody can pass because the deck is 
stacked in a particular way. The other person, to 
put it simply, trusts you to trust them. It’s possible 
that you may not, for the aforementioned reason, 
but if that is the case, you’ll probably feel like you 
failed their test ad that you don’t trust them as 
much as you should. What’s more, you’re trust-
ing them to be a good listener and actually listen 
and care about your problems. Trusting them is 
easier said than done however. Sometimes, they 
may not be asking because they care. In very 
rare occasions, and when I say this, I don’t mean 
to scare anyone out of expressing their feelings, 
people ask to find something that may make the 
other person look bad later, or embarrass them. 
So now you’re is stuck in an interesting position; 
either tell the person and risk scaring or disturb-
ing them and possibly risk being humiliated, 
or keep everything to yourself and continue to 
suffer alone, which is never good for someone’s 
mental state of health.
 These words are terrifying even when 
used properly and can be so much more dan-
gerous if misused. Nothing truly detrimental to 
the world will happen if these words are used 
without meaning, however it can be harmful to 
the other person. More often than not, people 
ask to be polite. The phrase “Are you okay?” is a 
conversation starter, not a full conversation. The 
phrase has become on par with, “Nice weather 
we’re having” or “I wonder what they’re serving 
for lunch”. Most people expect the conversation 
to start and end in less than thirty seconds and 
follow a similar pattern every time someone has 
this conversation. “Are you doing alright?” “Yeah 
I’m fine. You?” “Can’t complain.” End of conver-
sation. Most people don’t know what to do when 
someone responds, “Not great.” People some-
times don’t care enough to be genuinely involved 
but they don’t want the person to think they’re 
rude. If the person they ask answers honestly that 
they’re not okay, the asker more often than not 
is stuck talking to them when in reality, they’d 
rather be out enjoying the unseasonably nice 
weather or take a look at whatever they’re serving 

for lunch.
 Once again, unfortunately, it’s even riskier 
on the receiving end, especially if you know that 
whoever is asking is only doing so to be polite. 
You may really need help or someone to con-
fide in, but you won’t find it in a person who is 
expecting a scripted answer, and of course you 
don’t want to bother them. Why ruin two days 
when you can keep someone happy by telling 
them what they want to hear?
 It’s attitudes such as these that make 
mental health such a continuous issue. They way 
it can be fixed is to keep it from being a coffee 
table conversation starter and have it be what it 
is meant to be: an expression of concern. If you 
ask it and expect a scripted answer, you should 
rethink your intentions. Most of all, it shouldn’t 
be up to the people who ask to determine what 
the answer should be. People should be able to 
say with confidence, both in themselves and the 
person who asked them, “No. I’m not okay.”  
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 Seniors Emma Falkenstein, Hugh Zhang, 
and Emmie Stratakis weigh in on why Early 
Decision appealed to them-- and why they don’t 
look back.  Emma, Hugh, and Emmie will be 
attending Hobart and William Smith Colleges, 
New York University, and University of Pennsyl-
vania, respectively.

Crosscurrents: How many colleges were you 
looking at before you found “the one”?
Emmie: I was looking at actually a lot of different 
colleges; I was even looking at colleges outside 
of the country.  I hadn’t applied to that many 
before I got in (to UPenn)- only around five. I 
was getting ready to submit something like ten 
more applications, but I didn’t know even ex-
actly where else I was going to apply.  I had some 
idea in mind but I was really indecisive about it.  
Honestly, if I hadn’t gotten in (to UPenn) I would 
have been in trouble.  
Emma: I looked at a lot of colleges.  I don’t know 
the exact number, but it was at least eight and up 
to twelve.
Hugh: Actually, NYU has been my first choice 
since middle school, but I was still looking at 
other colleges to make sure that I really wanted 
to go to NYU.  I visited four schools and then I 
was looking at probably about twenty before I 
decided which ones I actually wanted to apply to 
and which one was my first choice.

Crosscurrents: How did you narrow down your 
list of colleges?
Emmie: I had always had UPenn on my radar, 
ever since the beginning of highschool because 
a lot of family friends and kids from my Greek 
school had gone there and it was a school that 
my parents regarded very highly. So when I went 
to visit it I really liked it. When I talked to the 
people at the school, that’s when I started to really 
like it for myself.  The people are just so focused 
on and passionate about what they’re doing, and 
so interested in various things.  I found that really 
attractive and I really wanted to be a part of that. 
Emma: It helped that I know what I want to 
major in, which is international relations.  So 
that cuts it down.  Also, I want to row in college, 
which also cuts it down, and I want to stay on the 
east coast.
Hugh: I really liked NYU’s philosophy program 
because they have the best philosophy depart-
ment in the U.S.  I was there the summer after 
sophomore year for a photography program at 
Tisch School of Arts at NYU, and I had a really 
really good time.  That was when I was sure that 
NYU, if it wasn’t my first choice, would be at least 
my second.  Also, before I visited Wesleyan I was 
looking at liberal arts colleges.  After I visited 
Wesleyan, which is like a small liberal arts college 
in Connecticut, I crossed out all the liberal arts 
colleges off my list.

Crosscurrents: Why did you choose Early Deci-
sion over Early Action or Regular Decision?
Emmie: UPenn only had Early Decision if I 
wanted to apply early, and there was a much 
greater chance of getting in Early Decision than 
Regular Decision.
Emma: Hobart didn’t have Early Action.  It was 
only Early Decision or Regular Decision, and I 
knew that I had found the school that I wanted to 
go to, and I just wanted the process to be over.  So 
I took a gamble and applied Early Decision.
Hugh: I just wanted to know really quickly, and I 
knew that if there were other colleges that ad-
mitted me, even really really good colleges like 

Continued on page 6

Harvard, I would still pick NYU.  Also, NYU only 
had Early Decision and Regular Decision.

Crosscurrents: Do you have any regrets?  What 
was your biggest obstacle or worry during the ap-
plication process?
Emmie: I haven’t had any regrets since getting in, 
but I did have cold feet going in a little bit be-
cause there were a couple of other schools I really 
really liked.  I really liked Georgetown, as well as 
the idea of going to the U.K.  Binding myself to 
something was a little bit scary.  I had only been 
to Penn for one day, and I didn’t know it that well.  
But when I got in, I went to the accepted students 
thing at UPenn, and I knew it was perfect for me. 
Emma: I didn’t really have cold feet, but just 
because I was done so early, I would see people 
finishing their college applications and think 
“oh that’s such a cool college”, even though I had 
found where I wanted to go.  I worried only be-
cause I was hopefully going to receive scholarship, 
but it wasn’t a sure fact.  It wouldn’t have been 
very good if I had gotten in but not received any 
aid.
Hugh: There was no regret at all.  I just visited, 
and I went ice skating in Bryant Park, and it was 
so nice.  Everything was just perfect.  

Crosscurrents: Who would you recommend apply 
Early Decision?
Emmie: People who are looking to get into more 
selective schools- Early Decision has honestly a 
much greater chance of getting in.  Also, know-
ing where you’re gonna go makes college a reality 
for you much earlier, and once you know what 
college you’re going to you have the upper hand 
in being able to get to know the school before the 
other students do.  For UPenn for example, Early 
Decision students have a much better chance 
of finding and picking a roommate because the 
housing options are due the next day after the 
Regular Decisions are released.  Also, I’ve already 
been able to look at a lot of the different pro-
grams.  At the accepted students event, they had 
a lot of lectures about different things, so I got to 
hear what they offer.
Emma: if you know what you want 100% and 
you want to get things over with, it’s so nice to be 
done early.
Hugh: I would recommend people who really re-
ally know… like this is the absolute, perfect place 
for you.  Like imagine yourself getting admitted 
into all these places you would want to go, and 
you know for sure you would pick this one place; 
it’s the best one for you.

Crosscurrents: Who would you discourage from 
applying Early Decision?
Emmie: Anybody who isn’t positive they can pay 
for the school because for a lot of Early Decision 
schools, they admit you and you’re bound to a 
certain amount of money.  It’s really complicated 
if you can’t afford it.  Also, people who are indeci-
sive and don’t know exactly where they want to be 
yet. Just apply to a bunch of different schools and 
see where you get in so you can make your deci-
sion later.  I also was a little indecisive and decid-
ed to apply Early Decision without really knowing 
the school that well.  That ended up working out 
really well for me; it just really depends how much 
you know what you want, how much you know 
who you are, and how much you fit with a certain 
school. 
Emma:  People who do not know what they want 
and are wishy-washy in decisions.
Hugh:  If you’re undecided on your major or 

Meet Mr. Teter
ava CaCeres ‘19

This fall, two new teachers arrived to the art 
department. One of those teachers was Mr. Erik 
Teter. This is his first year teaching, not only at 
the Academy of the Holy Cross, but at any school. 
Out of curiosity, I decided to meet him and see 
what’s in store for our art classes.

Q: What do you do here?
A: I teach Studio Art 1 and 2, Photography 1 and 
2, and I also taught the Project Runway design 
course last semester. 

Q: What inspired you to teach art?
A: Well, I studied art in college, and it was obvi-
ously a passion of mine. I worked with young 
people for six years as youth minister. So, my 
love for art and my love for working with young 
people seemed to be perfectly combined in teach-
ing.  

Q: What did you major in?
A: I majored in painting and printmaking.

Q: What would be your favorite kind of art?
A: It’s hard because I like all types of art. I like 
conceptual art and abstract art, but I also like 
the classics...the kind of art I don’t like is the art 
that doesn’t really seek to lift people up or edify 
[them]. 

Q: Did you always want to be an art teacher, or 
did you have another dream when you were a 
kid?
A: You know, if you had asked me ten years ago if 
I wanted to be an art teacher, I probably would’ve 
said no. But, looking back, I can see the moments 

which area you prefer, I would definitely recom-
mend that you at least visit first, and then decide.

Euthymia “Emmie” Stratakis ‘17 at Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania
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even before I went to art school, where I really 
admired teachers. I think there was something 
that struck a chord with me then, and I might not 
have even been conscious of it. But it was there. 
I think when I got out of college and I was look-
ing around, and also working with young people, 
it just kind of clicked one day. That’s something 
I’ve always admired, and it made so much sense. 
The short answer is no, but in hindsight, I can see 
where the seeds were planted.

Q: If you could meet anyone, living or dead, 
who would you meet?
A: I think Leonardo da Vinci. He’s so fascinating 
and he had so much going on in his head, I just 
want to be in his workshop for a day. Hopefully, I 
would know Italian if I talked to him, to hear all 
his amazing thoughts.

Holy Cross Basketball
aMBer Onyekwere ‘17

 After an exhausting, unsuccessful season 
last year, the foundation of the basketball pro-
gram was miraculously reconstructed due to our 
new coaching staff. Coach John Witherspoon, 
also known as “Spoon”, the head coach, instantly 
manifested a change within the program. With 
the help of Emily Bowles, Bridget, Walter Grey, 
and Mark Jackson, Coach Witherspoon instilled 
upon us that “we must play for each other and 
have some heart” and that “basketball gives us an 
excuse to be a family.” These expressions sparked 
a hunger and desire to not only win but to also 
work hard. It also brought us closer together 
on and off the court. We constantly pushed one 
another to play with heart and passion. That pas-
sion for the game that grew upon us also became 
passion for each other, which made us work even 
harder. With that being said, the new coaching 
staff truly invested an ample amount of their time 
to establish lessons that helped us grow as players 
and people and we are extremely grateful for their 
love, wisdom, and guidance.

Media and Entertainment

Brittany Menjivar ‘17

 The AHC student body comprises a 
diverse group of students with different back-
grounds, interests, and personalities; thus, it 
makes sense that the music tastes of LOTAs are 
widely varied. With the myriad of genres that 
exists today, girls have countless options at their 
fingertips when choosing what to listen to, so it is 
likely that thousands, if not millions, of musicians 
are represented among the iTunes and Spotify li-
braries of Holy Cross students. To discover which 
specific artists and songs girls at Holy Cross love, 
I talked to several students and asked them about 
their music preferences.
         During my chats, I found that many 
students at AHC enjoy listening to the music that 
can be heard on pop radio stations. One such 
student is Julia Urban ‘17, who listed “A Million 
Reasons” by Lady Gaga, “I Got You” by Bebe 
Rexha, and “The Greatest” by Sia ft. Kendrick La-
mar as three of her favorite songs at the moment. 
Some other students who enjoy well-known art-
ists are Siobhan Martinez ‘18, who likes Maroon 
5, Avril Lavigne, and Daya, and Chelsea Kwak 
‘18, who likes The Script and OneRepublic. Other 
genres that many students like are hip-hop, rap, 
and EDM (electronic dance music). For example, 
Mary Schech ‘17 likes Kanye West, and Janet 
Martins ‘19 named a Swedish House Mafia song 
as her favorite song.
         There is also a large contingent of stu-
dents who like alternative music. One of these 
students is Brittany Weston ‘17, whose favorite 
bands include punk rock band Green Day, pop 
punk band The All-American Rejects, and pop 
punk/metalcore band A Day to Remember. Two 
of Brittany’s favorite songs are pop punk clas-
sics “Ocean Avenue” by Yellowcard and “In Too 
Deep” by Sum 41. Sam Miller ‘18 also enjoys 
alternative music, but prefers bands with a more 
lighthearted, pop-influenced sound, such as 
Walk the Moon and Saint Motel. She particularly 
enjoys the songs “Somewhere Only We Know” 
and “Everybody’s Changing,” both by Keane.    
Another student, Izzi Homan ‘18, loves Jukebox 
the Ghost and Waterparks. Her favorite songs 
by those bands, respectively, are “Victoria” and 
“Gloom Boys.”
         Some AHC students like country music, 
as well. One LOTA who is especially passionate 
about the genre is Anna Cecere ‘17. Anna is es-
pecially fond of the music of Tim McGraw, Luke 
Bryan, and Carrie Underwood. She also enjoys 
“older country singers like Willie Nelson, Garth 
Brooks, and Alan Jackson.” Some of her favorite 
country songs include “She’s Country” by Jason 
Aldean, “My Best Friend” by Tim McGraw, and 
“Fire Away” by Chris Stapleton.
         Furthermore, some LOTAs enjoy listening 
to soundtracks. In addition to alternative music, 
Izzi Homan mentioned the Moana soundtrack 
when talking about her music taste. Carolina 
Temerario ‘19 also listens to soundtracks fre-
quently, especially those that feature the work 
of Lin-Manuel Miranda. Currently, her favorite 
song is “One Perfect Moment” from Bring It On: 
The Musical, which was written by Lin-Manuel 
Miranda, Tom Kitt, and Amanda Green. For 
those who like showtunes, she recommends the 
soundtracks of Hamilton and In the Heights, 
both of which were penned by Miranda.

Tartan Tunes: What LOTA’s 
are Listening To

 Over the President’s Day weekend, I 
participated in the third overnight Bits & Bytes 
program at the University of Maryland Baltimore 
Campus(UMBC) from February 19th to the 20th. 
The program was organized by the Center of 
Women in Technology at UMBC and I joined 34 
high school junior girls from around Maryland 
that are interested in computing or engineering 
in an IT/Engineering Conference and competi-
tion. 
 On the first day, I learned about the im-
portance of women participating in the fields of 
IT and engineering and about the different STEM 
majors that lead to a career in IT and engineer-
ing. I also learned about the various skills that are 
necessary to succeed in the IT and engineering 
world.
 The participants slept in the dormitories 
of current students and took part in the IT/En-
gineering competition the next day. I competed 
in the IT competition and my partner and I had 
to create a video game using a program called 
Scratch within 2 hours. We were given some basic 
rules such as including 2 variables and a scene 
change in the video game. My team decided to 
create a simple game called “Escape the Witch” 
in which the player has to use the arrow keys to 
help the dog reach the taco without encountering 
the witch. I did not have a lot of experience using 
Scratch so I struggled a little bit, but my team 
managed to complete our video game within the 
time frame. My team won third place out of eight 
teams. The engineering competition urged the 
students to create a moving car using some sticks, 
bottle caps, plastic cups, and a balloon. The teams 
used their creativity to make very interesting cars.
 After the competitions, we took a tour of 
the UMBC campus and learned more about their 
scholarship programs for girls in engineering and 
technology. Although I realized through this pro-
gram that computer programming is not a career 
I would like to pursue, I was glad to join so many 
passionate girls in this great experience. The pro-
gram is open to all high school junior girls and I 
urge any rising juniors interested in IT or engi-
neering to apply next year. For more information, 
visit https://www.cwit.umbc.edu/hs/hsprograms/ 

Bits n’ Bytes
Chelsea kwak ‘18

International Day 2017
euthMyia stratakis ‘17

 Many called this year’s International 
Day the most successful one they had seen. And 
thank God it was so, since it was the International 
Club’s tenth anniversary of organizing this cel-
ebration! 
 We had many different performances 

showcasing cultures from all over the world. The 
French classes, for example, performed a Cajun 
line dance to celebrate the French cultural pres-
ence in the United States, specifically in New 
Orleans. IB Latin performed a live skit which 
prompted many laughs from the audience, and 
various Spanish classes performed “La Bamba”, 
a Mexican folk song, and “La Gozadera”, a song 
by Cuban duo Gente de Zona and Marc Antony. 
Other performances included a presentation on 
traditional clothing for all over the world, with a 
myriad of participants showcasing their heritages 
and presentations from the  Cambridge Students 
and Onyx Club. The assembly concluded with 
amazing performances from the Adrenaline 
Dance Team and the Irish Dancers, who danced 
while Olivia Corcoran ‘17 played the bagpipes.
What stole the show, however, was a special 
surprise prepared by Dra. Orta and Ms. Saibene 
to celebrate the ten year anniversary. Unexpect-
edly, a mariachi band entered the stage at the time 
when most students thought the assembly had 
concluded. Humberto Guzman y Su Mariachi is 
a mariachi group which has served the DC area 
for over 30 years. Their performance was a very 
fun conclusion to the event, whereupon the girls 
began to dance and asked for an extra song. Well 
done, AHC International Club! 

Mariachi players performing

Varsity at Bobcat Basketball Classic
Continued on page 7
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         Of course, I was only able to chat with a 
small sample of students when writing this arti-
cle. If I had been able to survey the entire student 
body, I surely would have learned about even 
more interesting artists that AHC students have 
discovered. Nevertheless, the conversations I had 
with other girls showed me that there are dozens 
of exciting songs out there waiting to be heard. 
Next time you’re looking for music recommenda-
tions, try asking a few of your classmates—you 
just might find your new favorite band.

 In M. Night Shyamalan’s Split, three 
abducted girls face multiple kidnappers, all of 
whom live within the same man.  Their abductor 
suffers from Dissociative Identity Disorder, and 
they must escape before his final personality-- the 
beast-- “takes the light”.
 I had mixed feelings as I waited through 
the trailers to watch Split.  Shyamalan’s recent 
works, including The Visit and the live-action ad-
aptation of Avatar: The Last Airbender, were not 
exactly cinematic masterpieces.  However, Shya-
malan is capable of powerful, thought-provoking, 
and terrifying films, including Signs and The 
Sixth Sense.  As well, as a long-time fan of James 
McAvoy, who plays the abductor, I had hope that 
the movie would be at least well-acted.
 Split far surpassed all my expectations; 
I couldn’t get it off my mind in the days after I 
watched it.  For starters, it was well-acted as I’d 
hoped, both by McAvoy and by Anya Taylor-Joy, 
who plays the film’s protagonist Casey.  McAvoy’s 
performance elicited pity, terror, and even laugh-
ter at times.  Each of his character’s personalities 
had a distinct presence, and it was fascinating 
to see him impersonate Hedwig, a naïve, music-
loving nine year old, and then Dennis, a schem-
ing germaphobe with perverted tendencies.  His 
acting, as well as Taylor-Joy’s, touched on the 
subjects of abuse and mental illness in a surpris-
ingly thoughtful way.  Disturbing flashbacks 
reveal Casey’s past, and what brings her and her 
captor together. 
 Their characters are intertwined in a 
clever and bone-chilling plot.  The film alternates 
between scenes in the subterranean lair where the 
girls are kept, and scenes in the abductor’s ther-
apy sessions.  I loved the dramatic irony created 
as the therapist, who senses something wrong, 
questions her patient.  Considerable suspense was 
also created by vague warnings about “the beast”, 

julia urBan ‘17

Split: Movie Review

Last Seen Leaving: Like 
Gone Girl, But Better

 Caleb Roehrig’s young-adult novel Last 
Seen Leaving is Gone Girl with teenagers and a lit-
tle more ambiguity.  As protagonist Flynn inves-
tigates the disappearance of his ex-girlfriend, he 
realizes that she wasn’t who he thought she was.  
However, in discovering her secrets, he must face 
his own.
 Young-adult (YA) has never been the 
most sophisticated genre of literature, but in the 
case of Last Seen Leaving, the features that make 
it YA are what make it so captivating.  Flynn’s 
character feels intensely real and down-to-earth 
thanks to slangy-casual language and a bluntly-
honest first-person narrative.  Free from John 
Green-esque pseudo-deep prose, the writing 
sounds like the authentic, unfiltered thoughts of a 
teenager. It touches on topics like sexual orienta-
tion and society’s judgement of women through 
subtext and suggestion, rarely preaching.  Not 
only does this style of writing make the writer’s 
messages more nuanced, but also easier to read.  
Readers will find that they can race through 
novel-- and will want to.
 Roehrig builds incredible suspense, never 
allowing the plot to drag.  While parts of the 
“final reveal” were a little too obvious, the plot 
twists in other ways that keep it interesting and 
raise the stakes.  Flynn’s ex-girlfriend January 
also captivates interest, although she’s featured 
in the book mostly through memories.  She’s not 
the angel many people thought her to be, but 
unlike Gone Girl’s Amy Dunn, she’s not a socio-
path, either.  As Flynn unravels the life she lived 
in secret, he also uncovers the complexity of her 
character.  January is generous but self-centered, 
spoiled but disgusted by her family’s wealth, apa-
thetic to her academics but surprisingly intelli-
gent.  She is manipulative, but she is also a victim, 
and her story opens Flynn’s eyes to the poisons 
that run deep within his community and within 
society: the powerlessness of victims, the power-
lessness of young women, the powerlessness of 
those suppressed by figures of authority who care 
for nothing more than their image.

julia urBan ‘17

 Twenty One Pilots, aka TOP, is a band 
consisting of Tyler Joseph (lead vocalist) and Josh 
Dun (drummer). The group was started by the 
two men and former members Nick Thomas and 
Chris Salih in 2009. They released two albums 
before signing with Fueled by Ramen in 2012. 
In 2015, the duo received great praise for their 
album Blurryface. In addition, they are widely 
known for their singles “Stressed Out”, “Ride”, and 
“Heathens”. Their song “Heathens” made the duo 
the first artists to have two consecutive U.S. top 
ten singles.
 The group was formed while the three 
friends Tyler Joseph, Nick Thomas ,and Chris 
Salih were in high school. Their name Twenty 
One Pilots is inspired by the play “All My Sons,” 
in which a man purposefully sends out faulty air-
plane parts, killing twenty one pilots. Both Joseph 
and Dun grew up in very strict and very religious 
households. Joseph attended a Christian high 
school where his father was the principal; prior 
to that he was homeschooled. When he had told 
his mother he planned to be a basketball player, 
she made him do 5000 shots every single day and 
did not allow to come inside or eat until he was 
finished. In the Dun household, rock music and 
video games were banned. Due to this strict envi-
ronment, Dun was a hardcore rebel when he was 
a teenager; his parents almost sent him to military 
school because of his bad behavior. TOP’s music 
is filled with emotional and meaningful messages. 
Though their genre varies by song, their music 
follows along the theme of staying true to yourself 
and what you believe in as well as the thought of 
pain and deep emotion.

Artist Spotlight: 21 Pilots
siOBhan Martinez ‘18

 As for features that didn’t work, Flynn’s 
new relationship in the novel felt forced and 
strange; I couldn’t imagine falling in love with 
someone while investigating the disappearance 
and probable death of my ex.  Regardless, Last 
Seen Leaving is thought-provoking and suspense-
ful in the least pretentious of ways; I would gladly 
read it again.  4.5 stars out of 5.

whose true nature is not revealed until the end of 
the film. 
 Split is anything but boring, and I am 
looking forward to watching it again when it 
comes out on DVD.

One of The Young Folks: 
Part Two

 In the last issue of Crosscurrents, I talked 
about my experience writing about music for a 
website called The Young Folks. Back then, I had 
only interviewed four bands: Cheat Codes, Finish 
Ticket, Run River North, and Rescue Party. Now, 
I’ve spoken to more than ten artists, and I’ve had 
so many memorable conversations in the process. 
Here are some of my favorite moments from my 
favorite interviews.

Bad Suns
I’ve been a fan of Bad Suns for a while (I’ll never 
forget the first time I heard “Cardiac Arrest”), so 
when I got the chance to interview them before 
their concert at the Rock and Roll Hotel, I was 
ecstatic. Miles Morris had plenty of amazing one-
liners, and Christo Bowman shared some great 
stories about falling offstage, having a scary child-
hood dream, and accidentally spooking fans on 
Halloween. In addition, I had an awesome con-

Brittany Menjivar ‘17
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erine look especially uncomfortable, and I really 
wanted him to leave, as well as the rest of the 
family. He started mumbling something to me as 
he created far to close to my back for my liking, 
something about our marriage being saved, and 
something else about pouring champagne. That’s 
what I had intended to do before he decided to 
come and crash this whole thing. I glanced over 
and saw one of the members of my family, my 
very loud, boisterous, annoying family, stand 
up and blow some of his glitter over Catherine’s 
family. They jerked like they’d been shocked and 
looked around like they were seeing the church 
for the first time and then stood up and began to 
dance. Catherine began to yell at me and I began 
to yell him. He was the one who always had to 
ruin everything, especially this one day where 
everything was supposed to be perfect.
 Everyone kept dancing and the whole 
affair, which was supposed to be a nice, elegant, 
quiet, intimate event had suddenly turned into 
a circus hall, the very thing that i was trying to 
escape, all because of that stupid red coat and silk 
top hat that seemed to think it had the best inter-
est for me.
 Catherine couldn’t take it anymore. She 
stormed out with tears in her eyes. Her fam-
ily took their seats again, as did mine, seeming 
suddenly more reserved as one of the men from 
Catherine’s side of the church began to follow her 
outside, perhaps a cousin or something, wanting 
to comfort her now that her special day has been 
completely ruined. I turned back to him. “Why 
do you always have to ruin everything?” He 
remained silent, a stony look glazed on his face. 
“Why? Tell me this one thing.” I demanded. “I’ve 
never asked anything of you my entire life, so 
please tell me this.” He said nothing but instead 
grabbed me by my necktie and lead me outside 
to see Catherine and the other man the one that 
followed her out, uncomfortably close. For a 
second I thought they were embracing, they way 
a brother would a sister, but she pulled away from 
him when I got too close and I could see her lip-
stick was smeared...all over his lips.
 Her mouth dropped and I could see the 
shock and regret in her eyes. I tried not to let the 
hurt appear in mine. She mouthed one word. 
“Sorry,” The rest of my family came flooding out-
side, almost as if it were a party. I looked back at 
him, but he wasn’t there anymore. I sighed. What 
a pity. I straightened the sleeves of my red suit 
and put on my top hat, and swinging my cane, I 
lead my family away into the dark. Away from a 
horrible mistake, on perhaps the best
day of my life.

This poem is based off of the song “I Write Sins, 
Not Tragedies” by Panic! At the Disco.

versation with the guys about superheroes that 
didn’t make it into the published article. Let it be 
known that Christo really wants to be Deadpool, 
Miles wants “Danny Phantom powers,” Gavin 
wants to stay energized without getting much 
sleep, and Ray wants “the strength of ten spiders.” 

Irontom
I first met Irontom when they played U Street 
Music Hall with Finish Ticket and Run River 
North. I interviewed the other two bands that 
day, but wasn’t able to interview Irontom. How-
ever, while chatting after the show, we made 
plans to set up an email interview when the band 
finished touring. When that interview finally 
happened, I was happy to see that Harry Hayes, 
the band’s lead singer, had all kinds of interesting 
information to share. I learned that Elijah from 
the band’s song “Be Bold Like Elijah” is not a real 
person, the band’s first song was 8 minutes long, 
and Harry dressed up like Harry Potter for his 
Halloween show.

The Fame Riot
My interview with Shazam “Tea Time” Watkins 
and Lizard Scarlett, the eccentric brothers who 
make up indie pop duo The Fame Riot, was 
possibly the funniest chat I’ve ever had with a 
band. I learned the crazy story behind Shazam’s 
nickname and found out what the guys’ favorite 
articles of clothing were. I also spent a good two 
minutes listening to them talk about their favor-
ite types of lizards. Thanks to Shazam, I’ll never 
forget that the red-headed rock agama, or agama 
agama, is also known as the African rainbow 
lizard.
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 Finally, the day that Catherine and I had 
been waiting for out entire lives was finally here. 
We’re getting married. No longer apart from this 
day on, we’re going to be in each other’s lives for 
ever husband and wife, for better or for worse, in 
sickness and in health, til death do us part. Noth-
ing in this world could make this day go wrong.
 I watched as Catherine and her father 
walked happily down the aisle. With her wear-
ing the dress that her and her mother picked out, 
creamy white, tight at the hips but loose at the 
skirt, and my grin grew wider. It faltered for a 
short instance, as my eyes fell over the other side 
of the church, at the empty pews where my family 
was supposed to be.
 Her family was perfect. Posed, elegant, 
rational, beautiful. They were everything I wanted 
to be. I was so glad to be joining them. My family 
on the other hand...I made a deliberate effort to 
make sure that they weren’t invited. Catherine 
and her father finally reached me, he placed her 
hand in mine, and left. He gave her away hap-
pily, knowing she’d be safe with me and I was so 
honored to know that he felt that. I wouldn’t let 
him down. I grinned giddily at her as the priest 
opened the book and began to preach. Her eyes 
met mine briefly as he was talking and she whis-
pered something to me. “I love you.” “I love you 
too,” I whispered back. The priest kept talking but 
we weren’t listening. We were too busy gazing at 
each other. I remember thinking, Please hurry up. 
I wanted this moment to last forever, but at the 
same time I wanted it to go by quickly, so I could 
have all the time in the world with my wife with 
no one watching.
 Just as the priest started to say, “If any-
one has any objection to this new union, may 
he speak now or forever hold his peace,” Crash! 
There was a clamor from upstairs and an-
other one from the side near the door. Crash! It 
sounded like someone in very heavy shoes was 
comping down the stairs and someone else was 
trying to open the door. No not here, not now. 
The door flew open and a sea of brightly colored 
clothes and strange looking people burst through 
the door and flooded inside. A man walking on 
stilts stomped down the stairs and began confus-
ing, Catherine and her family. At the head of the 
horde was, oh gosh. Not him. Why is it always 
him. He always wore that stupid red coat and that 
dumb top hat, thinking he looked sharp, and al-
ways carried around that ridiculous looking cane. 
Why did he have to spoil everything for me?
 My family took the seats on the other side 
of the church, significantly scaring Catherine and 
her family, as he made his way up to me. Cath-

ENTRANCE
I spoke with Guy Blakeslee, a.k.a. ENTRANCE, 
right after the Inauguration and the Women’s 
March. He has strong political beliefs, so I loved 
hearing his perspective on the events. He shared 
a fascinating anecdote about overhearing a 
conversation about the U.S. presidential election 
while in Europe. In addition, on a totally different 
note, he told me all about his “visions” of aliens. 
To this day, he’s the only interview subject who 
has ever talked to me about mentally summoning 
a giant spacecraft to his home.

My Heart Is A Metronome
Before I chatted with Mattis Malinen, lead singer 
of Swedish trio My Heart Is A Metronome, I 
had never interviewed a musician from another 
country. Thus, I was excited to get the opportu-
nity to learn about the state of the alt-rock scene 
outside of America. I loved hearing Mattis’s story 
about Musikhjälpen, a charity music festival that 
takes place in a glass house called “The Cage” in 
a different Swedish city every year. The Cage is so 
small that when MHIAM performed there, their 
guitarist had to use a kazoo, and their drummer 
had to play on a book. I also enjoyed learning 
how to say “Head, shoulders, knees, and toes” in 
Swedish. (“Huvud, axlar, knä och tår!”)

If you want to read my interviews with these 
bands—and my upcoming interviews with bands 
like Greta Van Fleet, NIGHTLY, and Ivy Na-
tions—check out www.theyoungfolks.com/au-
thor/bmenjivar.
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A picture from Panic! At the Disco’s mu-
sic video for “I Write Sins, Not Tragedies”
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